REINCARNATION               l55
The word mistranslated * mansions' is a word used for
the rest-houses along the roads of the empire. This
is a very suggestive reference to the many rests which
the human soul or ego takes in the Father's house between
the lives of effort on earth in which his stature is grow-
ing. " Be ye perfect " would be an idle command of the
Christ if spoken to poor stumbling humanity with but a
few years to live, or to drunken loafers whose thoughts are
centred on the nearest public house, but a glorious promise
if spoken to men who had time in which to grow to the
*' measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ ". Says
the Christ Himself: ft The disciple is not above his Master,
but every one when he is perfected, shall be as his Master "
(S. Luke, vi, 4o).
There is another text in the Revelation which
implies reincarnation.   It is the verse in which the
Son of Man, addressing one of the Seven Churches of Asia,
makes the statement of the one who overcomes: tc I
will make him a pillar in the temple of My God,
and he shall go forth no more."  That c going forth '
which comes to an end with the Hnal overcoming refers to
the repeated goings forth of the soul from the heavenly
places, which come to an end when the soul is perfected
and becomes <( a pillar in the temple of My God".
ct Watchers and Holy Ones, pillars in the temple of God
who shall go out thence no more " (Rev,, 3, 12).
Pre-existence and rebirth are referred to by many of
the Christian Fathers, and were cardinal doctrines among
the Gnostics, who represented for several centuries the
purer stream of the spiritual and philosophical teaching
of the Christ.
In the writings of Origen—the most celebrated
pupil of S. Clement of Alexandria and perhaps the most

